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Introduction 
 
 

To understand the reasons for radicalisation among young people at the community level, it is 

important to study the young actors in the social field to understand how they construct their discourse 

around violence, their active participation in the fight against violent acts and their reactions to 

situations of violence in a specific territory. This report aims to understand the collective interpretation 

of violent extremism by an associative group and the impact of the local space on their perception of 

the phenomenon, adding their strategy of fight and/or prevention. 

 

We selected this organisation because of its activism in the fight against violence, especially violence 

against women and its cooperation with other organisations in the promotion of human rights. The 

association has involved young people as main actors in the implementation of its activities at the level 

of the region of Fez-Meknes, as well as at the national level. This allows us to understand how these 

young people manage to transform situations of violence to new discourses of tolerance and 

acceptance of different social categories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4

COUNTRY PAPERS 
ON MESO-LEVEL DRIVERS                                          MOROCCO



Research methodology 
 
 
We conducted a qualitative method through the use of focus group techniques and in-depth interviews 

with three members of the group. According to the philosophy of the CONNEKT project, we respected 

the gender approach in the choice of participants. This method allows us to analyse the discourse of the 

youth, their reactions in the discussion around the issue of violent extremism and the interactions within 

the group during the collective discussion.  

 

 

RECAP OF RESULTS FROM MACRO-LEVEL ANALYSIS 

After our work in WP4 on the discourses and presence of institutions in the treatment of violent extremism 

in Morocco, we have therefore found that associations follow a different approach, such as the training of 

young people on the values of citizenship and the protection of human rights, vis a vis the role  of the state 

aiming at the prevention of violent radicalism, as well as the need to penetrate the associative actors in the 

integration of youth in social and cultural life. In this sense we can mention the following elements: 

- The importance of creating free activity spaces for young people. 

- Developing a participative territorial approach. 

- Creating a virtual space of productivity and creativity. 

 

Our case study responds to several of the aforementioned elements: the role of young people in the 

creation of socio-cultural spaces, and in the fight against the types of violence (physical or symbolic), and 

the cooperation with the different associative actors at the national and international level. It is an example 

of the actors who operate at the regional level despite the absence of a state policy integrating young 

people in social life. 

 

 

MESO-LEVEL ANALYSIS ADDED VALUE  
This phase is a continuation of the analysis to observe the role of drivers among the communities of young 

people in territories having different characteristics, the level of participation of young people in decisions 

and their social role within associative participation. Besides, this research allows us to analyse other meso-

level factors that may impact youths’ pathways to radicalisation. 

 

The meso analysis is also useful to highlight the different aspects of the interpretation of radicalism made 

by young people from the same community and sharing the same territory. Besides, it will help us to 

identify signs of the individual interpretation of the phenomenon and evaluate the impact of the discourses 

and community interactions on the vision of the individuals and their own perceptions. 

 

 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 
Our objective first and foremost is to link the macro and meso analysis from the treatment of the functioning 

of the drivers leading to  VE in the local context and precisely the social dynamics  of the region in which 

our study group is active, as well as to identify the impact of public policies aimed at young people on their 
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social, economic, cultural and political situation. In another line, we aim at questioning the different roles 

that this social category plays in the implementation of strategies and in the process of resilience-making 

in front of the threats of violent extremism, especially in their direct contact with the digital tools of 

propaganda. 

 

The goal is therefore to shift the analysis from the macro to the meso level in order to understand the 

process of youth radicalisation at the bottom of social, cultural interactions, and underline how youth see 

the phenomenon of violent extremism in its regional dimension. 

 

 

DEFINITION OF MESO-LEVEL INSTITUTIONS  
Among the three case studies of this WP5, we have selected an associative group represented in the 

association Amal which operates in the field of the fight against violence. This association does not only work 

at the local level, but it has created synergies at the Maghreb level. Its activities focus on the issue of violence 

against women. The members of the association frequently organise activities at the level of the Fez-Meknes 

region, and also at the national level by creating a network of synergies with other organisations in the 

Maghreb. The omnipresence of the association Amal in events at the international level is part of the 

participation in events related to human rights and security. It is an association based on an approach and 

orientation for women victims of violence, which gives us the opportunity to see how communities organise 

themselves to manage states of violence and their reactions to the Moroccan laws that protect victims of 

violence. The active members of this association are young people from the Meknes-Fes region who have 

a different level of education and who develop their creativity in the process of social action.  

 

We also noticed that other institutions involved in the regional setting are: the University where some 

participants continue their studies, the professional training centers, and the international associations 

with which the Amal association coordinates to organise activities at the Maghreb level. 

 

 

CRITERIA USED FOR SAMPLE SELECTION (OF PARTICIPANTS) 
The Amal association operates in the city of El Hajeb, a small town in the region of Fez-Meknes. The 

associative work occupies an important place for young people, and it has an impact on their insertion in 

the socio-cultural activities in the absence of the cultural and artistic centers in the city.  

 

The selection criteria are baased on gender and age, the nature of the role that each member occupies 

within the association, as well as the level of education and professional training of each of them. These 

varied criteria give us a broad vision on the understanding of this group of the facts related to violent 

extremism, through the collective experience lived in the field of fight and prevention against violence. 

During the focus groups, we led the discussion around violence as a break with a normative framework, 

and a notion that describes the different daily situations of these young people, and of their social and 

professional environment.  

 

After the selection of the case study we contacted the  president of the association directly and 

explained the general framework of the project, the interest of the research and the ethical 
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considerations of the research, as well as the criteria of the participants we needed for the focus groups 

and the individual interviews. During the focus groups, we took note of the participants’ reactions 

through observation. This tool allowed us to select the relevant profiles for individual interviews. Then, 

we contacted the targeted participants directly in order to conduct in-depth interviews, and completed 

them after their agreement in good conditions. The meeting places were decided in common 

agreement with our interlocutors. 

 

 

SAMPLE DESCRIPTION 
 
The focus group sample 
The members selected to participate in this survey are adherents of the Amal association in the city of 

El Hajeb located in the region of Fez-Meknes, aged between 19 and 26 and who have different 

education levels. The participants are from the same city, they are active in the association and occupy 

several activities such as listening sessions, artistic activities, and cultural events organised in the region 

or at the national level. In this case, it was not possible to include minors under 18 years old because 

the association, Amal, does not integrate this population segment of under 18 in its activities. 

 

Characteristics of the participants 
We included five members of the association: 2 young females  and 3 young males aged between 19 

and 26. Some of them are in higher education and others are in professional activities. 

 

Individual interviews sample 
 

 

 

Amal  

Association  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES AND RESEARCH TOOLS DESCRIPTION  
We followed the qualitative methodology in this phase of investigation. After direct contact with the 

president of the association and obtaining permission to set up interviews with his group; we first conducted 

a focus group composed of 5 participants within the premises of the association, we took into account the 

gender approach through the participation of two young women of the association. Throughout the focus 

group, we noted observations about their interaction with the questions asked: their discussions with each 

other and how they reacted to the issue of violence. Based on our observations, we were able to select 

participants to conduct in-depth individual interviews lasting between 1.5 and 2 hours. We conducted the 

interviews in Darija (Moroccan dialect) to simplify the communication with the participants. 
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•  Young women, 23 years old, student in law degree and residing in the city of El 

Hajeb. She is a member of the association and active in all the events organised. 

 

•  A young male aged 26. He is a technician, member of the association, and active 

in the planning of activities at the local or national level. He also participates in 

artistic and cultural activities aimed at fighting against violence. 

 

•  A young male aged 24 years. He is in a situation of reduced mobility. He 

manages the computer and technical tasks of the association. 



We asked questions related to the definition of violent extremism, the types of violence identified 

during their activities, and their experiences in the city of El Hajeb, as well as the factors explaining 

radicalisation from their experiences and interpretations. We also dealt with the social and cultural 

opportunities present in their surroundings and how these socio-cultural spaces impact their life paths. 

 

 

CHALLENGES AND ADAPTATIONS  
With the Amal Association, we observed that the participants have difficulties in expressing themselves, 

which guided us to develop a suitable linguistic approach (use of easy notions in Darija) and also to use 

examples to properly guide the interview according to the context of the group, especially in the case 

of the participants who have a low level of education. Their descriptions of social facts were oriented 

by daily observation and their own interactions in the family environment and in social life. We adapted 

to the difficulties encountered by the flexibility in conducting the interviews, and the use of interactive 

communication. Furthermore, conducting the focus group within the premises of the organisation was 

an asset for the participants to be comfortable. 
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Meso-level dynamics 
 
 

SOCIAL CONTEXTS AND THEIR RELATION TO THE RESULTS OF THE MACRO-LEVEL ANALYSIS 
The context of the region of Fez-Meknes, the city of El Hajeb located in the region of Fez-Meknes is  

characterised by the socio-cultural diversity and the presence of the Amazigh of the Middle Atlas who 

speak Amazigh language and the Darija dialect. The youth of the region live in a situation of socio-

economic inequality and lack of opportunities to integrate into the labour market. This is reflected in 

the unemployment rate in 2020 being 16.6% with a percentage of 26.2% for women and 14.1% (Haut-

Comissariat au Plan, 2021) for men. The region presents an absence of investment projects for young 

people compared to larger regions such as the region of Casablanca, and economic activities are 

limited in the two areas of agriculture and trade. This situation is considered as a territorial gap that 

increases the risk of young people to become radicalised and produce violent acts or join a path of 

delinquency1.  

 

Despite the situation of precariousness and poverty that these young people experience, they have 

inscribed in an approach of social action as a strategy of struggle and resistance to create a space of 

expression and exchange, and to protect themselves from the acts that they consider them to be 

delinquent.  

 

 

HOW MACRO-LEVEL DRIVERS WORK AT THE MESO-LEVEL STUDIED (THE SOCIAL CONTEXTS 
OF FOCUS)? 

To complete our analysis on the drivers of violent extremism, we will present an analysis of the seven 

drivers at the community level in interaction with the local and regional context in which the participants 

register and produce their response.  

 

Religion 

The participants first described violent extremism using specific terms such as tashadud in Arabic, they 

also gave definitions of the concept from the religious discourse containing the term jihad as mentioned 

by one of the participants: 

 

“In my opinion violent extremism is defined by jihad for Islam»2. But they consider that mutashadidin 
(those who embrace tashadud, the Arabic term used by participants to describe violent extremism) 

people have become accepted by their family circles because the family members do not want to enter 

into a circle of conflicts. Others among them see that the norms of religious references are the 

determinants of the private life of each family, as it is the case of the organisation of the couple’s 

relations - namely the obligation to wear the hijab (veil) which has become normal practice and 

acceptable by the society3. 

1  In-depth interview, male respondent.
2  Focus group.
3  Ibid. 
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We found that some participants in the group do not know the concept of violent extremism, while the 

terminology is for them related to clothing or appearance styles such as the beard for men and the veil 

for women: “in our family there is an extremist man, he has a beard, and when we organise a wedding 
ceremony, he does forbid many things such as participating together in the reading of the Quran, 
women must be hidden away from men, it is not necessary to use music in the wedding parties”4.  

 

The participants confirm that the obligation to respect some religious practices such as wearing the 

hijab represents a form of violence exercised by the family and by the society. They add that each 

religious practice must remain a personal aspect.  

 

However, religious  socialisation plays a key role in the  radicalisation of young people as one of our 

interlocutors pointed out: “people who move more towards radicalism are people influenced by 
religious  socialisation and who follow the rules and practices of the Sunna”5. In this sense, from the 

individual interviews, we can point out the difference between men and women in their perception of 

violence, for example: girls consider that women must be free in their clothes and religious practices, 

while men consider that the hijab is a religious value that must be accepted and protected by the social 

environment. The norms and practices that frame attitudes and lifestyle are interpreted as violent 

practices that determine the life of the woman. On the other hand, men consider that this normative 

framework is accepted and normal to keep the privacy of individuals. 

 

The political driver 
The political driver for our interlocutors is represented in the lack of security.  They referred to the 

attacks that Morocco has experienced as a result of the lack of security in public spaces. On the other 

hand, the participants see that the issue of security is a problem in large cities that are out of state 

control, specifically large cities like Casablanca and Tangier, but a city like El Hajeb is secure because 

it is easier to be under control6. 

 

Participants expressed that citizens are responsible for the disadvantaged situation of the city, because 

they choose the elected officials of the local authorities through their vote. Our interlocutors defined 

violent acts as a form of claiming social rights, a way of expressing the socio-political situation of their 

territory7.  

 

Economic deprivation, territorial inequalities and situations of social injustice 
The territorial inequalities estimated as a major factor in the path to violence. Participants expressed 

such idea  through a comparison between large cities and small towns. In their opinion, small cities like 

El Hajeb do not present a space of investment for young people, for them, it is a form of territorial  

marginalisation translated by the centralisation of power and economy in the large monopolies like 

the city of Casablanca. The absence of the construction of social and cultural spaces for young people 

4  Ibid.
5  In depth-interview, male respondent. 
6  Focus group.
7  Ibid.
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in the city also plays a role in the emergence of violence and the risk of radicalisation. The interlocutors 

translate the passage to the violent act as a reaction of the absence of a space of expression and the 

absence of social rights, which provides to the radical groups with the possibility to present tools for 

the propaganda and to recruit an important number of  marginalised young people who feel excluded 

from society: “as the professor said, the socially excluded young person finds a group which allows 
him to feel better, then it takes part in the plans of these radical groups”8. But they consider that the 

violent answer to a situation of social inequality is limited in the individual attitude and does not take 

a collective form.  

 

On the other hand, the participants confirmed that spatial inequalities do not represent a driving force 

of  radicalisation, they justify it by the example of the social success of several young people who come 

from working class neighborhoods: “there are people who live in working class neighborhoods and who 
have become senior executives”9; whereas violence is not a fact linked to social status or a specific 

standard of living, but it is a product of multiple personal reasons10. Our interlocutors added that the 

association is a way to face violence; their activities have helped young people, and women especially, 

to become aware of social rights and to protect themselves from violence in the public and private 

sphere. 

 

Education, culture and leisure opportunities  
The socio-cultural extracurricular activities are absent in the schools of the city of El Hajeb, but young 

people seek to attend local places such as youth centers to participate in cultural workshops namely 

theater and music. In this sense, the participants have chosen to join the association to defend the 

rights of women and become aware of social changes and have the opportunity to adapt with the 

different situations. However, within the University, the cultural activities are presented and that replaces 

the role of public spaces in the listening and sharing of ideas: “in the University for example, there are 
several activities as the theater of which the young people must be adhered to receive the information, 
because we do not have a communication with the administration, we need the activities to give us the 
opportunity of exchange and sharing”11. 

 

The members of the association have expressed the absence of cultural clubs in schools, or the lack of 

youth centers in some neighborhoods. In this situation they have sought a cultural alternative to 

participate in social and cultural life by joining the association. We can say that young people are not 

sufficiently integrated into social and cultural life, which can be explained by the failure of the 

implementation of integral public policies in the small cities compared to the larger ones, the lack of 

interaction between the citizens and the representatives of the territorial communities which can 

reinforce the risk of radicalisation of the young people who do not have access to socio-cultural 

activities. 

  

8  Ibid. 
9  In-depth interview, male respondent.
10  Ibid
11  In-depth interview, female respondent.
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Digital socialisation 
Our interviewees showed that they frequently visit the virtual space and that they are knowledgeable 

of the different digital platforms. From the individual interviews, the participants gave examples of the 

violent contents they find in social networks. They explained that the digital space has an important 

impact on young people and teenagers especially12. From the participants’ point of view, the role of 

technology is to facilitate communication, but they observed that the content published in social 

networks is violent content, namely torture, and the young people’s comments on these videos show 

the possibility of taking this violence seriously and reproducing it later. 

 

The interlocutors confirm that the impact of the violent content is a result of the lack of family control 

and parental guidance13. During the individual interview with one of the participants she presented 

concrete examples of violent content published on social networks: “lately I saw videos on Taliban, 
they show a lot of violent practices and behaviors towards others, images that transmit implicit 
messages. When you see someone who has killed a person, or a child, and if a child looks at this kind 
of content in social networks, he will reproduce the same acts”14. 

 

Our interlocutors underlined that the diffusion of violence in the virtual sphere impacts the teenagers 

who are not aware of the risk of this content more than the adults who can choose a content far from 

violence. For them, the family must take into consideration that control and communication are the 

effective means to protect children and adolescents.  

 

 

INTERSECTIONS BETWEEN DRIVERS AND INTERACTIONS AMONG DRIVERS AND SOCIAL 
CONTEXTS 

From our case study, we noticed that the problems that young people experience were associated 

with the position of the city of El Hajeb compared to other cities. They consider that violence is not 

linked to a specific geographical space, but it is the result of specific reasons and situations of 

individuals and precisely that communication within the family and listening and participation in social 

life can give these young people the opportunity to change their ideas and orientations. 

 

We can say that the integration of these young people in the association has given them a new 

environment for cultural exchanges, the opening on different tools of expression like social actions for 

young people, artistic activities like theater and music, as well as their active presence in the process 

of the fight against violence in the public space. Through their speeches this group is still trying to 

develop its knowledge so that it can achieve its objectives in the fight and prevention against violence. 

The members of this association work with different categories of victims of violence or in their social 

interactions within their entourage.  

 

 

12  In-depth interview, male respondent.
13  Focus group.
14  In-depth interview, female respondent.
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Conclusions on the analysis of meso drivers  
 
 
We can underline that the factors of radicalisation do not work independently, but we find a 

multiplication of factors in the local space as the interaction between the situation of poverty and 

precariousness in relation to the personal needs of young people to express themselves and 

communicate. The feeling of belonging to the territory is strong among our interlocutors, they have 

created their own space of creativity without thinking about migrating to larger regions like Casablanca 

and Tangier-Tetouan. Adding the associative work at the local community level expresses that the 

young people of the city are trying to build an integrated world far from the conflicts with the political 

decision-makers. 

 

 

PREVENTION INDICATORS RESULTING FROM THE MESO ANALYSIS 
The indicators that can be drawn from our case study are: 

- The importance of building  advice and counselling centers   within the school and university 

spaces. 

- The family must take into account the importance of communication with children and 

adolescents. 

- The need to create synergies between associations that work in the socio-cultural field and local 

authorities to integrate young people from different neighborhoods. 

- To integrate young people in the political discussion to express their needs. 

- The importance of raising awareness among young people about violence and the risks that can 

affect their environment.  

 

 

MICRO-PATHS REPORTED FROM MESO ANALYSIS 
The meso analysis has allowed us to draw some indicators of violent extremism at the individual level, 

in this sense, the factors that we have grasped from our case study are: the inequalities between regions 

and the absence of solid public policies for the promotion of human rights, the exclusion of young 

people from political decision-making and the absence of cultural and leisure spaces in small towns and 

universities, and the role of the family in the obligation of some religious norms that do not always 

adapt with the freedom of young people in terms of practices. 
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General Conclusion 
 
 
From the focus group we organised and the individual interviews, we can conclude our results as 

follows:  

 

Young people of the region of Fez-Meknes are far from the social and political domain, which 

sometimes justifies in them the feeling of isolation and which pushes them to look for alternatives such 

as the adhesion to the association of our case study.  

 

The role of associations in the fight against violence through the creation of advice and counselling 

centers and legal guidance. This strategy allows young people to learn about their social rights and their 

role as active citizens in society.  

 

The participants also consider that public policies do not represent a true model of protection of youth 

from violence, while civil society becomes a main actor in the social fabric and in the innovation of 

mechanisms to fight against violence and extremism. 
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Introduction 
 
 

To understand the impact of macro structures on different territories, we have chosen to work in this phase 

of investigation on a group of sports Ultras active in the northern region of Morocco located in the city of 

Tetouan.  

 

The purpose of working on this region is first to show how sport plays a role in the activism of Moroccan 

youth to claim rights, as well as to grasp the elements that constitute violence and the nature of the 

conflicts produced within this community and its relationship with violent extremism. We will therefore 

test the factors of violent extremism, the perceptions of the category of Ultras towards violence and the 

interaction between the community and the political structures of the region. 

 

We have selected this case because of its activities in relation to the other Ultras of Morocco, and from 

the information of the spaces where they are active and the important number of its members. The 

presence of this group in the Tangier-Tetouan region allows us to highlight the comparison between 

geographical regions, which gives us the possibility to identify the specific factors of radicalisation in 

relation to the space. 

 

The group of Ultras represents for our study an important case because the young adherents come from 

different geographical spaces, the members enter in a conflictual relation with the political institutions, 

and they mobilise discourses of hate and violence in the virtual space15. 

 

This group of Ultras is inspired by the activities of Ultras in other contexts like Egypt, and it tries to  

show different activities that it considers as actions of social change, alternative actions to improve the 

socio-economic situation of the region’s youth. 

 

Through focus groups and in-depth interviews, we aim at identifying the specific factors that lead young 

people to join violent groups. Our objective is to determine the weight of the drivers of violent extremism 

and their interactions with the social and economic situations of individuals belonging to a specific 

community, in this case the community of ultras. 

 

15  The research team followed the activities and publications of the group in social networks.



Research methodology 
 

 

RECAP OF RESULTS FROM MACRO-LEVEL ANALYSIS 
After completion of WP4 empirical research, we identified economic inequality and the interpretation 

of religious discourse as main drivers considered at the macro-level perspective. This is why the state 

has attempted to reformulate the religious field to limit terrorist actions. But the question that arises 

in this sense is: are these drivers still relevant at the community level? Can we capture other specific 

indicators at the level of a particular geographic or community space? 

 

In the macro analysis of WP4 we have shown some criticisms of institutional policies in the fight against 

violent extremism, as well as the characteristics of its strategies carried out in different  neighborhoods  

in the North of Morocco. From this analysis we can highlight the following elements:  

 

- The importance of controlling the media and violent contents. 

- The need to open the debate with civil society organisations that deal with the issue of violence. 

- The openness of youth to cultural spaces. 

- The participation of youth in local governance and communication with elected politicians. 

 

 

MESO-LEVEL ANALYSIS ADDED VALUE  
In our case study, the meso analysis allows us to show the role of communities in the process of the 

construction of violence, the social characteristics that mark the individual and social experiences of 

young people, especially their relationship to violence within the school or in the public space, and 

that lead them to the situation of marginality16.  

 

In our case study, we aim to identify how this group of Ultras has impacted a significant number of 

young people who have gone to Daesh in the period between 2011 and 201917, and what is their 

discourse and interpretation of the production of violence in their territory, as well as the actions of 

mobilised youth against violence and / or to engage in activism in the North of Morocco. 

 

 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 
The Tangier-Tetouan-Al Hoceima region ranks third in terms of participation in the national GDP (10.8%) 

(Haut-Comissariat au Plan, 2020). It is the second region in terms of economic activity, especially since 

the creation of the port Tangier-Med in the 2000s. However, this region has experienced a significant 

departure of young people to war zones, particularly since the 1980s, with the rise of Salafism 

Wahabism. This region has also experienced several forms of violence practiced by the state, first the 

repression of the revolt of 1958-59, then that of 1984, then the Hirak of the Rif in 2016-17. The migration 

16 Participants come from neighborhoods characterised by the absence of socio-cultural integration spaces for young people, and labelled as 
marginal neighborhoods. 
17  Confidential information presented by a State official.
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network in Belgium and Holland has also played an important role in the arrival of Wahabism but also 

Shi’ism, especially in Tangier. In this sense, the positive indicator of economic development has not 

slowed the development of radicalism, which is explained for some of our interlocutors by the historical 

burden of this region marked by a strong state violence. 

 

We also tried to shift the perceptions to understand the common characteristics: socio-economic, 

political and cultural elements shared by the youth in the Northern region and that motivate youth to 

travel to conflict zones. On the other hand, we also tried to look for indicators on which we can base 

the next steps of the micro analysis. 

 

 

DEFINITION OF MESO-LEVEL INSTITUTIONS AND IDENTIFICATION OF LOCAL ONES   
Our case study is a sports Ultra group. It is a group of active young people in the Northern region of 

Morocco (Tetouan). The specificity of this group lies in the departure of a significant number of its 

members to Daesh18. This group gathers more than 1000 members from different neighborhoods of 

Tetouan19, especially neighborhoods characterised by socio-economic fragility. The majority of the 

members of this group  have a low level of education20. The choice of this group is justified by the link 

of these members with those who left for conflict zones (Islamic State), which seems important to us in 

order to better understand the factors that led their friends to the path of jihadism. The relational 

aspects are thus important to analyse the impact of social interactions in a given space and compare 

them with other geographical spaces that have different characteristics (social, cultural factors, territorial 

inequalities).  

 

 

CRITERIA USED FOR SAMPLE SELECTION (OF PARTICIPANTS) 
From a socio-economic point of view, the group members are from a marginalised neighborhood that 

contains different social categories that are always in conflict with the local political institutions, and that 

carry out actions to express their social, political and economic needs. 

 

We first contacted one of the leaders of the group to explain the context of our survey, we conducted 

a non-directive interview with him to have a relationship of trust, then we asked for an appointment to 

conduct a focus group. The participants of the focus group were selected based on their age and their 

participation in the activities organised by the group throughout the year. We conducted two focus 

groups, one with participants aged between 18 and 30 years old, and another one with participants 

aged between 14 and 17 years old. This last focus group was organised inside the school after 

permission of the director.  

 

When it comes to gender, it needs to be emphasised that all the participants are young men, we didn’t 

find any girls supporting the Ultras. Since its creation, the majority of the group’s members are men. 

18  An interview with a president of social organisation active in Tetouan.
19 The interview with the leader of the Ultras in the North of Morocco.
20  Interview with the leader of Ultras.
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SAMPLE DESCRIPTION 
 
The focus group sample. Characteristics of the participants in the focus groups 
 

 

 

 

The Sports  

Ultras (1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sports  

Ultras (2)  

 

 

 
Individual interviews sample description 
 

 

 

 

 

Sports group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES AND RESEARCH TOOLS DESCRIPTION  
Before starting the interviews, we translated the interview guide into Darija (Moroccan dialect) to 

facilitate the understanding of the basic concepts. We contacted the leader of the group to ask 

permission to conduct a focus group with him and the Ultras members. We conducted all interviews in 

their own neighborhood. The activities conducted were: one focus group with the young members of 

the group, one focus group with minors, and 3 in-depth interviews with the leader and other active 

members of Ultras group. The face-to-face interviews were an opportunity to discover the reactions of 

this category in relation to the problems related to radicalisation and violent extremism.  
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•  Number of participants:  young men, 6 members of the Ultra group. 

 

•  Age: Young people between 18 and 30 years old, living in a marginalised 

neighborhood in Tetouan and practicing precarious activities such as trade in 

souks. Their educational level is limited to primary and secondary school level.  

 

•  Group activities: It is a group that organises itself within the same neighborhood, 

and is active in social networks, either through their own publications or with 

Ultras from other regions. Their interest is to react with political events and social 

situations, not just sports. 

•  Number of participants:  5 adolescents.  

 

•  Age: minors aged between 14 and 17 years old, living in the marginalised area 

of “ Jamma Mezouak” in the Tetouan City. 

1. A young man aged 29 years old, the founder and leader of the Ultras group. 

His educational level is college. His job is unstable (informal activities). He is the 

one who organises all the activities of the group.  

 

2. An active 23-year-old men. He discusses all issues related to marginalised youth, 

territorial inequalities and also political positions.  He opens discussions around 

the issue of violent extremism and terrorism. 

 

3. A young man aged 26. His school level is college.  He is the one who writes the 

slogans for each event and always accompanies the group on its trips 



We have also exploited the observation of the activities carried out by the group in the virtual space in 

order to see the violent of the discourses conveyed in the digital sphere and observe the conflicts with 

the political actors. 

 

For minors under 18 years old from the same neighborhood, we first organised a meeting interview 

before conducting the focus group, and we chose a school within the neighborhood to prepare a space 

for educational exchange when conducting the focus group. 

 

 

CHALLENGES AND ADAPTATIONS  
The work with the group of supporters was particularly delicate, firstly, because this group has 

experienced a significant number of departures to war zones, and secondly, we needed a trusted 

intermediary to be able to access them.  

 

The second obstacle was including minors under the age of 18 related to the sports group, and also 

finding a suitable place for the discussion. 

 

To overcome these constraints, we tried to find intermediaries to gain access, and also to set up initial 

informal meetings with the group members to establish a relationship of trust with them. 
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Meso-level dynamics 
 
 

SOCIAL CONTEXTS AND THEIR RELATION TO THE RESULTS OF THE MACRO-LEVEL ANALYSIS 
What is remarkable in this case study is the social and economic inequalities in the same city21. These 

socio-economic situations that young people are living put young people in the margin and push them 

to seek new opportunities to improve the standard of living. We observed that the neighborhood of 

Jamaâ Mazouaq22 does not count on any leisure or cultural space such as youth centers. There is also 

an absence of public services such as health centers and  economic activities are limited to formal and 

informal trade.  

 

The participants selected for this survey have confirmed that some social conditions in the Northern 

region of Morocco can push young people to radicalisation, namely: unemployment, school 

abandonment, poverty and weak family relationships. In these situations, young people are faced with 

producing violence as a reaction in their own environment. Besides the risk of adhering to radical 

groups either in Morocco or traveling to war zones. In this context, we will present the factors of 

radicalisation from the discourse and actions of the participants, and see how these factors influence 

the ideas of minors from the same space. 

 

Religion 

The religious factor has a clear impact in the Northern region, especially since a set of youth who chose 

to leave for al-Qaeda were impacted by the religious discourse23. However, religion was not a driving 

force behind radicalisation, as participants did not notice their religious practices as a primary element 

in their daily lives. They justified their violent discourse and anger by the nature of their conflicts with 

state officials. We emphasise that they also rejected the relationship between religion and politics of 

which the PJD (Party of Justice and Development) is the case. The participants consider it an “extremist 

party” that does not take seriously the needs of the citizens and that has no concrete achievements at 

the political level in the region. “We belong to an Ultras certainly, but we must not link this to the issue 
of extremism, because if we talk about this, we must admit that we are already governed by a regime 
and an Islamic government, and myself I voted for this government, my father as well, even the 
policeman voted for the Islamic government, is it going to be said that it is an extremist government. 
They have managed to spread their propaganda widely” 24. 

 

Others among them stressed that individuals must be free in their thinking and belief. They observed 

that some members of the group have become conservative and they gave their opinion based on 

religious references on football. Our interlocutors justify the change of ideology among their friends 

by an exogenous influence and not endogenous: “the thought of the team is open, and has no relation 

21  Based on the observations that we conducted in the city of Tetouan, we can affirm that the district of origin of our interlocutors has a lack of 
socio-cultural spaces, hospitals and fewer schools, despite the fact that Jamma Mazouaq is a very large district geographically.
22  Observations noted in the neighborhood where the participants live.
23  Interview with a coordinator of the national coordination for the defense of detainees trapped in Syria and Iraq, April, 2022.
24  Focus group, Ultras.
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with radicalism or violence. And those who do not like our activity consider that soccer is forbidden in 
Islam, especially those who were members of Ultras and overnight became too reserved, it is the same 
case of a famous singer who was fans of Ultras too”25. 

 

The interlocutors announced that the religious principles must be based on freedom and peace. They 

expressed that the members who left to Daesh have personal reasons and not collective. Being an ultra 

for them is a mechanism to fight against marginality and corruption in the region. 

 

The political driver 
Politics is one of the main factors in the participants’ discourse. They showed the conflict between the 

group members, the elected local officials, the central government and the regional sports representatives. 

This triangle indicates that the group takes sport as one of the elements of protest against the power. 

They describe the disadvantaged situation of the city and of the young people from the slogans prepared 

and disseminated in social networks.  

 

The participants recall the historical relationship between politics and the Ultras not only at the local level, 

but also in the national and transnational context: “the Ultras have a political history in Tunisia, it is the 
Ultras that have guided the revolution... the former Ultras have marked the political history of the different 
countries... the Ultras have become bigger than a political party in terms of membership and influence”26. 

It can be seen that the group has entered into a symbolic political competition with the representatives of 

political parties. 

 

The participants expressed that violence is not only a product of youth, but also a violence exercised by 

the state, as the interlocutors consider that their social exclusion is a form of violence exercised by the 

state. To them violence is rooted in  the social and economic inequalities in the Northern region, the violent 

prohibition to organise protests to claim social and political rights, as well as the lack of communication 

between elected politicians and citizens. The interlocutors declared that their sports activity is a means of 

expression and revindication as our interlocutor underlined: “the foundation of the team was for several 
reasons: to defend the city, to defend the individuals”27. 

 

The political in this context takes its place in the creation of a space of conflict between the state and the 

youth of the city, and through the game they are active in the organisation of the scenario for revindication 

against policy-makers and organic laws. 

 

The economic deprivation driver 
Unemployment and poverty are components declared by our participants. They explained violent 

extremism by the social and economic problems of the city’s youth. The lack of means and economic 

resources marginalise young people who want to change their future, according to one participant: “young 

25  In-depth interview.
26  Focus group.
27  Ibid. 
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people do not have the means to take a cab and pay to play”28. During the  conversations, they 

questioned the reasons for the marginalisation of young people while the state needs human resources 

to keep its peace and security.  

 

The interlocutors associated the adherence to violent groups with poverty: “they exploit the youth and 
take advantage of their poverty and marginality”29. The participants quoted that in the absence of the 

main necessities the young people look for alternatives to improve their life and satisfy their needs. All 

the participants expressed that poverty and precariousness are the driving forces behind violent 

extremism. 

 

Education, culture and leisure opportunities  
The marginalised neighborhoods do not count on a cultural infrastructures for young people, which 

pushes them into delinquency or violence  “The lack of leisure spaces is also a factor, the state is starting 
now, after the departure of young people to the conflict areas to make and build leisure spaces, soccer 
fields but before the young people did not find any space, they had to pay to play, there is no team or 
anything, so they lose hope, they started to consume drugs, and spent the day in the coffee shops”30.All 

the participants mentioned the absence of sports grounds, youth centers where they can practice sports 

and artistic activities. For them, this situation indicates the total marginalisation of young people from 

social life; they used the term in Darija of hugra31 to describe the feeling of isolation from other 

territories. 

 

The participants consider that being one of the active members of Ultras can enhance the cultural 

orientations of young people, especially that the principles of the group are openness to other cultures 

and the acceptance of the other, whether it was ideological or religious difference. They confirmed 

that young people are excluded from socio-cultural programs, with an absence of youth centers  

notably in the popular districts. They added that this absence plays an important role in the process of 

radicalisation of youth: “The lack of leisure spaces is a factor of radicalism, and the absences of these 
places are also the factors of the production of other social phenomena such as delinquency”32. 

 

The members of the group have found that the way out of this isolation is to join the Ultras in which they 

can improve their relational network, and an alternative for the youth of the city. The integration of 

ultras for our interlocutors is a mechanism to express their claims and grievances, particularly economic 

deprivation. The organised activities go through the leaders of the group who manage the stages and 

also the symbols used during their presence in the playgrounds. We have observed that one member 

among them uses the style of graffiti on the walls of the neighborhood designating political, cultural 

and sports symbols. Sport is therefore not the only objectively targeted by the group, but it has become 

an integrated method in a process of conflict and confrontation with the state. 

28  Ibid. 
29  Ibid.
30  Focus group of Ultras.
31  All the participants described their situation by this concept.
32  In-depth interview.
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The majority of minors interviewed in the educational space stated that they do not participate in any 

school activities, thus the absence of activities related to national events or cultural events for teenagers 

and students in schools: “No, we don’t participate, and no one asks us to participate or prepare for an 
activity, neither do they organise activities”33. 

 

Digital socialisation 

From the point of view of the participants digital socialisation has an impact on the ideas of young 

people. On the one hand, members of Ultras use various platforms to organise and publish the 

announcements of the events. We noticed that they are very active in social networks like Facebook 

where they have created official pages and discussion groups34.  Social networks in their opinion are a 

sphere of expression of social needs and a mechanism for transferring messages to policy makers about 

the situation of marginality and exclusion and any form of injustice. 

 

The digital technology replaces the role of cultural activities for teenagers. We have found that minors 

spend more than two hours in video games of a violent nature, such as fights and wars. They also frequently 

use social networks. The participants see that the virtual space is a field of production of violence, it is by 

the diffusion of images and videos that demonstrate the torture, the speech of the interlocutors indicates 

their refusal to diffuse or see violent content: “Me, I do not like this kind of content, and I always refuse that 
my friends send me violent content like images and videos of torture”35. 

 

This  case study represents an example of the daily conflicts that young people from marginal spaces 

live. On the one hand, the feeling of social isolation, and the lack of social and economic integration 

strengthen the position of young people from marginal spaces compared to those from more 

accommodated spaces. On the other, the young people interviewed see the activities of Ultras as a 

form of demonstration to convey a discourse which expresses social and economic dissatisfaction. 

 

To sum up, the drivers identified in the discussions are: the lack of political participation of young 

people in the construction of local public policies, the disadvantaged economic situation and the 

absence of cultural activity for young people in marginal spaces. 

 

In the case of minors, we have observed that violence is exercised in the educational space: the family 

and the school in particular, which they consider a legitimate act. On the other hand, there is always 

the risk of radicalisation through the digital space, as minors have become addicted to social networks 

and violent video games, far from the initial role of the family in orientation and communication. From 

the focus group of minors, the participants have shown its low participation in extracurricular activities 

and also communication within the family, which rounds the digital space an opportunity to share and 

exchange with peers. The characteristics of the working-class neighborhoods show how many of the 

young people live in the margins of society, while a group of them always try to show their belonging 

to this territory through sports or art. 

33  Focus group, minors. 
34  Observations on the Facebook official pages of the group.
35  In-depth interview.
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From this group of minors, the factor that seems to have a significant impact is their relationship to the 

virtual space, especially the daily social networks and video games. This uncontrolled use shows the 

absence of communication and poor relationship with their family, which leads them to look for an 

alternative to weave social relationships through the virtual space. 

 

 

INTERSECTIONS BETWEEN DRIVERS AND INTERACTIONS AMONG DRIVERS AND SOCIAL 
CONTEXTS 

The drivers analysed are the main drivers of violent extremism as expressed by our interviewees. But 

what is remarkable is the relationship between these factors and the socio-economic and political 

context of the city. In this context, we can emphasise that young people in the city of Tetouan are 

always looking for some kind of integration process by joining the Ultras. This group plays an important 

role in the political mobilisation of young people. The strong presence of this  case study is not limited 

to the sports activity, but it also takes other social, economic and political dimensions. The goal of the 

youth was always to find a space of expression and socio-political interaction either with the youth with 

whom they share the same situation of marginality and social injustice, or a space to express the needs 

of the population.  
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Conclusions on the analysis of meso-level drivers 
 
 

To conclude this analysis, we can say that the drivers of  radicalisation and VE are very much specific of 

the social category studied and their impact is not independent of social relationships that young 

people establish in society . When we talk about young people, they represent the large active category 

that is seen as deserving an important place in the national political debate, and also in the 

management of the local territory in order to minimise the rate of violence. 

 

We can also add that the interlocutors have pointed out different forms of violence: physical but also 

symbolic, which is interpreted in terms of the status of injustice and inequality. We also found that in 

addition to the pre-identified seven drivers by CONNEKT, the following factor stands out as relevant:  

the lack of control by families. Young people under 18 years old who participated in our research 

reported that they spend time on social networks far from the control of their families (“I always 
recharge my phone, I spend two hours every day on the phone”)36. 

 

 

PREVENTION INDICATORS RESULTING FROM THE MESO ANALYSIS 
From the in-depth interviews, the indicators for prevention against violent extremism are: 

- Building sports fields in working class neighborhoods. 

- Strengthen awareness around communication within the family. 

- Developing creative spaces for young people from different backgrounds. 

- Integrate the youth of the city in the social and political dynamics. 

 

 

MICRO-PATHS REPORTED FROM MESO ANALYSIS 
It should be noted that the meso analysis can facilitate the selection of young people to conduct the 

micro survey phase based on their role in the community and their relationship to the study area. Within 

this framework, we can follow the following aspects in the micro analysis: 

 

- The nature of the conflicts produced within the community. 

- The relationship of young people to violence in the environment (family, neighborhood and  

   school). 

- The individual reactions to situations of violence and the response to the state of injustice. 

- The nature of the ideology that impacts the ideas of youth. 

- Perceptions of the returnees from conflict zones. 

 

 

 

 

36  Focus Group, minors. 
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General Conclusion 
 
 
To conclude, we can emphasise that the closed community can reinforce the attraction to violence 

among young people in different spaces. The Ultras takes their position as a tool for political pressure 

and the manifestation of different forms of violence. The group is heterogeneous and the participants 

consider that Ultras is a political mobilisation to claim for the integration of young people in the social 

and economic life and not only a sports activity . The dynamism of the group plays a role of a sphere 

that accepts the marginalised and excluded youth of society to express and claim against local politics. 

 

Among the factors of radicalisation identified in this case study are: economic inequality and lack of 

access to social services, the digital environment, and the absence of an integral cultural policy. 

 

Social, economic and political exclusion are revealed as important factors that push these young people 

to go to conflict zones and/or participate in the production of violent acts in the public space and 

mobilise a violent discourse in the virtual space. 
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Introduction 
 

 

In the CONNEKT project, the meso research phase plays an important role in the analysis of the drivers 

of violent extremism, particularly in the different national contexts. We chose to work on three case 

studies to understand how the seven drivers of violent extremism operate in the community context, 

and to describe youth perceptions around the issue of radicalisation via the notion of violence and its 

impact on individual attitudes. 

 

In this report, we will present the main results of our empirical research with a religious-political 

group that has been present in the Moroccan political scene for decades, and that circulates its 

ideology nationally and through the use of various methods. The importance of this case study for 

the CONNEKT project lies in the role of this politico-religious group in the socialisation of young 

people regarding ideology. Since the creation of this Islamist movement, the adherents have tried 

to found Dawlat khilafa (a caliphate state) and do not recognise the legitimacy of Imarat Muminin 

(the position of Commander of the Faithful) in Morocco. The nature of the conflict between the 

Islam of the state and the Islam exercised by this group is at the core of the issue. Since its inception, 

it has remained outside the Moroccan political scene, but it has always tried to exercise its strategy 

through the diversity of its activities: the organisation of associative and religious activities, 

particularly within the University (Yafout, 2017). It is considered an illegal group by the State since 

its creation and thus the number of its adherents is not provided officially, but its presence is strong 

at the level of the clandestine activities within the associations of religious character. Through its 

representatives in Moroccan universities they convey their ideas regarding freedoms, the relations 

between the Muslim world and the West, and the position of women in public space.  

 

The politico-religious movement has a history of conflict with the Moroccan state and its exclusion 

from participation in political activities at the national level. However, it has structured an “authentic 

Islamic society (Daoudi and Alami-Fischer, 2020). This case study can contribute to the 

understanding  the ideology of the group and its relationship with the seven drivers of radicalisation 

and to what extent it has an impact on the trajectories of young Moroccans.  

 

The results might shed some light on the influence on the formation of religious and political ideas 

of young people and the mechanisms that the politico-religious group uses to build resilience at the 

policies of the Moroccan state. It is worth noting that the members of this movement participated 

in the movement of February 20, 2011. Several of them were engaged in the protests organised by 
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“lajna Lmouchtaraka”37, an organisation claiming for the release of Salafists detained for terrorism.38 

 

To analyse the data collected, we aim to answer the following questions:  

 

-  How does the political-religious group participate in the development of a model of socialisation 

of young people despite its exclusion from the public political field? 

-  What legitimacy do the members of the group give to violence and violent extremism? What is 

their interpretation of religion?  

-  What factors does the group consider as leading to radicalisation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

37  A movement directed by a group of Salafists who have organised several protests to demand the release of Islamist prisoners sentenced for 
terrorism in Morocco. All activities are available at: http://www.ccddi.org/
38  Interview with the coordinator of the Lajna Lmouchtaraka, Tangier, March, 2022.
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Research methodology 
 

 

RECAP OF RESULTS FROM MACRO-LEVEL ANALYSIS 
In WP4, we worked on the institutional discourse around the issue of radicalisation in Morocco. Our 

macro-level report on the drivers of radicalisation and VE offered a picture of how the state deals with 

the subject. From the fieldwork of WP4, we found that the interaction of territorial inequalities with 

political issues and economic deprivation are key relevant drivers of radicalisation. According to the 

intervening actors, the inequalities between the regions of Morocco, the lack of integration of young 

people in the public sphere, the non-participation in the creation of public policies, and the absence 

of economic programs in some regions can push individuals to engage in violent extremism. Digital 

socialisation also plays a key role, with some actors justifying the process of radicalisation by the 

exposure to new technologies and the continuous use of social networks by youth. The following 

recommendations result from the macro analysis:  

 

-  Enhance cooperation between state institutions and civil society to fight and prevent violent 

extremism. 

-  Integrate youth in the management of the public sphere. 

-  Create a space of culture and creativity for young people to practice leisure. 

-  Put forward a communication strategy between the different actors in the fight against 

radicalisation. 

-  Strengthen the role of educational institutions. 

 

 

MESO-LEVEL ANALYSIS ADDED VALUE  
The meso analysis is linked to the macro study, since it is informed by the results obtained in the macro 

level regarding the seven pre-identified drivers (religion, economic deprivation territorial inequalities, 

transnational dynamics, political issues, digital socialisation and education, culture and leisure 

opportunities). The selection of the case studies will allow the project to compare the state  and supra-

state approach to the phenomenon with the perception embedded in certain communities. 

 

In this case study the interrelation between the religious and the political is central but it is also relevant 

to explore how the rest of drivers interact, if they do. Besides, the meso research allows to  analyse to 

what extent religious ideology is taken as an individual and as a collective reference.  The research 

allows us to describe also the mechanisms and tools of operation of this movement in various spaces 

such as schools, universities and the media to support the continuity of its activism and ideology. 

 

 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 
We aim through this study to focus on the perceptions and definitions of the members of this study 

group, the factors of  radicalisation at the meso level and their interactions with the local context. It is 

a contextual analysis that treats violent extremism at the community level and then explains it at the 

meso level according to the interlocutors’ interpretation of community norms and values, as well as 
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the social elements of extremism in the local versus the national context. Our objective is also to capture 

the aspects of prevention and countering violent extremism outlined by our study group and their 

recommendations from their own needs. 

 

 

DEFINITION OF MESO-LEVEL INSTITUTIONS AND IDENTIFICATION OF LOCAL ONES   
It should be noted that, since the 1980s, the community under study has created its own space to 

defend its political-religious ideology. The group is still present in the public spaces despite its 

exclusion from the official political game. The impact of this group on young people is visible in their 

speeches, which express a strong resistance to political and social changes, as well as in their capacity 

to adopt new strategies to adhere new members either in schools or in universities.  

 

The members of this movement are very present in different spaces such as universities by organising 

cultural and religious activities notably by their domination of the Moroccan students’ union UTM, but 

also in associations which set up religious activities intended for women and young people (in the form 

of religious training). This group opposes the state’s monopoly of the religious sphere, and demands 

a sharing in the management of this domain. It assumes that there is a distortion of the monarchical 

power in Morocco, and questions the way in which the power passes from father to son. The group 

refers to the khilafa (caliphate) instead of the monarchy (Zeghal, 2005). 

 

 

CRITERIA USED FOR SAMPLE SELECTION (OF PARTICIPANTS) 
Our selection of participants for this focus group includes three dimensions: local, regional and national. 

The members of the group are active at the local level by organising activities in the different cities, but 

the major decisions are made by the national leadership. What  characterises this group is its political 

history and the refusal to recognise the religious authority of the ruler, which gives it a space for the 

creation of a work and organisation strategy to strengthen its ideology and impact the youth. 

 

The main selection criteria are: the diversity of the activities of this group within different organisations 

such as universities, the professional status of the participants, the presence of women and the age 

span. We expressed our wish to have a meeting with the 14 to 17 year olds belonging to this group, 

but our request was denied39. The group members who were present in our focus group have a high 

level of education, with a master’s degree and above.  

 

 

SAMPLE DESCRIPTION 
The selection of the members who participated in the focus group was made by the group’s regional 

management of Fez-Meknes. The focus group was held in the presence of the group leader in a public 

space. 

 
 

39 Researchers attempted to conduct interviews with the younger members of the group, but the regional leader refused.
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Characteristics of the participants in focus groups 

 

 

 

The political- 

religious group 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Individual interviews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The political- 

religious group  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES AND RESEARCH TOOLS DESCRIPTION 
In this phase of research, we used qualitative research techniques: 1 focus group and 3 individual in-

depth interviews. We were able to carry out only one focus group because of the refusal of the 

organisation to allow us to conduct another focus groups with other members and specifically with 

members under 18 years of age. We adapted the guiding questions according to the local context of 

our study case. Regarding the individual interviews, we used the Google Meet application for the 3 

interviews because they refused several times to meet physically. Each individual interview lasted one 

and a half hours.  

 

We started the interviews with the participants’ definition of violent extremism to understand how they 

perceive the phenomenon in the Moroccan context, as well as their interactions within the group and 

outside their community. These are important aspects of the analysis of interaction between the drivers 

of radicalisation and the existing social interactions in both the local and national context. 
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•  Number of participants: 5 members of the movement.  

•  Age: between 26 and 30 years old. 

•  Gender: 2 women and 3 men. 

•  Education level: Their level of education is high (PhD level in law and Islamic 

studies). 

•  Type of activity: Their activities are divided between teaching and higher studies. 

•  These members have varied profiles, they have a strong presence in educational, 

social and also political structures at the national level, as well as in the virtual 

space.  

 

•  A young man aged 18, student at the Faculty of Science. He recently joined the 

movement. 

 

•  A 30 year old woman, PhD candidate. She is active at the associative level, she 

participates in all the activities and the demonstrations of the group, as well as 

from other organisations which share with them the same ideology. 

 

•  A young woman, 26 years old, teacher in high school. She joined the group with 

her husband. She tries to integrate her religious ideology into the educational 

and school environment. Her profile is important in terms of the emergence of 

such ideology in the school space and the potentialities of influence on young 

people.



CHALLENGES AND ADAPTATIONS  
We encountered several obstacles in the implementation of this phase of research: first, the resistance 

of the political-religious group to organise the  initial focus group because of their conflict with the 

State and also the political typology of the subject. 

 

Our research was perceived as suspicious by participants, and we were confronted with the cancellation 

of several appointments for reasons that were not understood. It is thanks to our contacts with members 

of the group’s central office, that we were finally able to set a date for the focus group in a public café, 

after their refusal to enter the university, but also because of the university’s refusal at the last minute 

for the group to access the premises of the institution. The second obstacle was the refusal of our 

request to conduct a focus group with the minors belonging to the group. 
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Meso-level dynamics 
 

 

SOCIAL CONTEXTS AND THEIR RELATION TO THE RESULTS OF THE MACRO-LEVEL ANALYSIS 
From our case study, the political factor and state institutions play an important role in the increase of 

the rate of violence, in the lack of treatment of the youth issue through the creation of a social 

environment that adapts with their needs. On the other hand, official actors are considered to be 

directly responsible for corruption, unemployment and the lack of integration of youth in the 

governance and political management of local territories. The local context therefore allows us to 

understand the interaction between the drivers of  radicalisation and the role of social actors, their 

discourse around violence and their collective perceptions of the phenomenon. 

 

 

HOW MACRO-LEVEL DRIVERS WORKS AT THE MESO LEVEL STUDIED (THE SOCIAL CONTEXTS 
OF FOCUS)? 

As we presented in the WP4 report on the macro drivers of violent extremism, we will explain the 

functioning of the seven drivers at the community level, and their interactions in the local and regional 

dynamics. The seven factors we test in this phase are: religion, territorial inequalities,  political issues,  

economic deprivation, digital socialisation, transnational dynamics and  education, culture and leisure 

opportunities.  

 

Religion 
Religion is a main element in the group’s discourse. The participants link the transformation of the religious 

field in Morocco with the political transformations that Morocco has experienced. In this sense, they see 

that religion is a necessity for the whole society and it should not be limited to the private life of individuals. 

They consider that religion does not participate in the production of radicalism and violence, but in their 

opinion, the problem is the lack of the role of religious institutions, especially the mosque, in the 

socialisation of young people on the principles of the Islamic religion. The participants believe that the state 

does not want to grant importance to Islamic education: “The individual becomes like a blank page, an 
open book in front of everyone and easy to seduce. He becomes blind, he can’t distinguish between what 
is wrong and what is right. And the media has played an extremely important role in the failure of 
socialisation processes”40. 

 

We found that the interlocutors put forward an interpretation of the religious as an absent and disappeared 

element in the educational system which they call the system of norms and values; whereas religion must 

be present in all levels to minimise physical violence. Their opinion is justified by the nature of Islam which 

represents a tolerant religion. According to them, true Muslims refuse any type of violence either in the 

private or public sphere, and radicalism is not a result of the religious aspect, as underlined by one of the 

participants: “radicalism has no relation with the Quranic verses, nor with the Sunna of the prophet”41. 

40  Online in-depth interview, female participant
41  Online in-depth interview, female participant.
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From another point of view, religion is interpreted as a resilience mechanism in front of violence and 

radicalism. The participant adds that Islam is a source of justice, peace and modernity, values that 

contribute to the fight  against violent extremism, rather than being drivers of radicalisation 42. The 

participants presented the example of moderate Islam from the behavior of group leaders as figures 

that express the principles of religion. In their opinion, human relations must be based on three main 

elements: rejection of violence, transparency and the adoption of a good behavior with strangers43. 

 

The interlocutors expressed that religion is a collective reference that determines individual attitudes, 

but the political management of religious spaces in Morocco are elements that cannot  protect youth: 

“Nowadays the mosques do not play a role in the religious orientation of young people because of the 
new management of the religious field in Morocco ”44. Violent extremism is perceived as a result of, on 

the one hand, the decline and weak role that institutions occupy in changing the normative structure 

and its impact on the global religious culture, and on the other hand the state’s monopoly on violence. 

According to an interviewee “the state uses violence for the control and legitimacy of its power”45. The 

participants therefore consider that the official political practices are contradictory to the values of 

Islam. The speakers believe that the religious became a secondary element in the educational system, 

because the curriculum of Islamic education is devalued: “Islamic education has no great value as a 
subject compared to the rest of the subjects”46. They believe that the absence of this element in school 

programs pushes young people to practice and exercise several forms of violence. 

 

 

The political driver 
The political factor is very present in the speech of the participants. They argued “that the State 
eliminated the young people from political participation as in the case of trade unions and political 
parties” 47. The exclusion of participation of the members of this politico-religious group in the elections 

are forms of injustice and hindrance to the freedom of expression, opinion and listening. On the other 

hand, one of the participants confirmed that “the Moroccan state cannot be considered a democratic 
state because it treats the protests of the youth in the public space with violence, he added that the 
state does not have the mechanisms of communication and dialogue”48. 

 

Other participants also expressed their discontent with the government, accused of not taking into 

account the circumstances of citizens when making decisions, especially in the period of the pandemic: 

“In Morocco and as citizens, we only see decisions made overnight, we are aware of the efforts made 
by the state in this direction, but we need the means to accept the health measures”49. 

 

42  Online in-depth interview, female participant.
43  Focus group.
44  Online in-depth interview, female participant
45  Ibid.
46  Ibid.
47  Because this group cannot participate in official activities, and the state does not grant them the authorisation to pursue political activities.
48  Focus group.
49  Online in-depth interview, female respondent.
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Also, the political factor for this group is related to the situation of injustice and marginality. This 

injustice is explained by the exclusion from political participation and expression of the people. For 

them, it is a kind of symbolic violence exercised by the State: “for example, I was among the 
unemployed senior executives, I suffered several times from the violence of the auxiliary forces, and that 
the fact of protesting is a right recognised in all the international charters, it’ s a right and a freedom 
of expression50”. In the same sense, the interlocutors recall the elimination of the Union of Moroccan 

students in 1985 within the Moroccan Universities “the authorities do not authorise the political debate 
so that the students find solutions to their problems in a democratic way. It is normal to ignite the 
practices of violence because there is not a practice of healthy politics”51. 

 

We found that the interlocutors talked about two forms of violence: the violence exercised from the 

description of the conflicts between the group and the state, and the violence exercised by individuals 

as a reaction to the situation of political exclusion and  marginalisation:  “we can say that it is a reaction 
and a result on a state, a project and a policy that influenced individuals, because it is the accumulation 
of the lack of consciousness plus the pressure of the state, the absence of the minimum conditions of 
life and comfort, any person reacts in the way that seems right to him”52. The interlocutors see that 

violence practiced by the State is contradictory to democratic values, which reinforces the feeling of 

exclusion among marginalised individuals and leads them to reproduce this violence in different forms. 

 

Territorial inequalities 
The speakers consider that violent extremism is not limited to a specific space. They believe that spatial 

characteristics do not produce radicalism. For them it is the lack of socialisation and/or personal and 

individual reasons that lead individuals to become radicalised or put forward violent acts: “someone 
who has a good university degree and a high social and economic level, but perhaps suffered one of 
the forms of violence in the period of childhood, so the reasons and factors are not limited in specific 
standards”53. 

 

One of the participants expressed that marginalised geographic spaces can be a field where terrorist  

organisations appear. Young people who suffer from social exclusion can be ready to learn radical 

ideas, and then, social and psychological problems are direct drivers of  radicalisation. However, the 

territorial characteristics do not represent a driver that leads to violent extremism. On the other hand, 

socialisation is represented as a process that protects young people who live in fragile neighborhoods 

from becoming violent. 

 

The economic deprivation driver 
The low economic level is considered by the participants of the group as a direct factor of radicalisation. 

In their opinion, poverty builds in individuals a feeling of injustice in relation to others. For our 

interlocutors, terrorist groups take the poverty of the youth as one of the main elements to attract them 

50  Ibid.
51 Focus group.
52 Online in-depth interview, female participant.
53  Ibid.
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to join conflict zones: “for me I don’t justify this kind of behavior even if it is the reason and the motive 

that pushes young people to extremism, it can be a reaction on the situation of poverty”54. 

 

The participant mentioned that the economic factor is a complementary element in the pattern of 

radicalisation. In her opinion, individuals who have suffered violence in their childhood and live in a 

situation of poverty and precariousness are more likely to be radicalised and are the target of terrorist 

groups that present economic motivations for young people to join terrorist groups and improve their 

economic situation. She also adds that poverty is a form of social injustice and exclusion55. 

 

Education, culture and leisure opportunities  
All the members of the group confirmed the lack of public spaces for youth recreation, which poses a 

problem of communication among young people who need mechanisms for dialogue to avoid violent 

expression56. Another participant sees that the existence of leisure places in the neighborhoods does 

not mean an ideal protection of young people. She believes that within these places, individuals 

produce attitudes rejected by society. What makes the issue more complex for her is the exclusion of 

group members from participating in the socio-cultural dynamic, so they can raise awareness of young 

people and give them the means to protect themselves from violence and radicalism57. 

 

For the participants, leisure can be a practice within the group and between its members, so the 

dynamics of the group reinforces their will to react and debate from the organisation of several activities 

within the association or in the university clubs. One of the participants expressed that belonging to this 

group allowed him to create his own universe of expression despite his exclusion from the public 

sphere; he adds that from the cultural program of the movement, he can transfer messages to the 

young people to direct them to the right path58. The participants show that the activities of the group 

are a space of expression for young people that fill the absence of spaces of social and political 

representation provided by the state.  

 
Digital socialisation 

When asked about violence in the virtual space, the participants confirmed that violent content is always 

circulated particularly in the period of the pandemic, because people have been attached more to 

social networks. Teenagers who see this content can reproduce it and especially the videos that present 

the combats and the images of war59. 

 

From another point of view, a participant emphasised that the images of the war against Muslims 

represents the pejorative image of the other. She added that the messages circulated in the media and 

social networks are signs to “sully the image of Islam under the title of terrorism”. However, they have 

54  Online in-depth interview, female respondent.
55  Ibid.
56 Online in-depth interview, female respondent.
57  Ibid.
58  Online in-depth interview, male respondent .
59  Ibid. 
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found that a significant number of Muslims are victims of physical and symbolic violence: “what happens 
today is a great international policy against Islam”60. In this regard, participants consider that the 

problem of conflict and violence is not limited to the local context, but in their opinion, international 

policies are building a war against Islam. It is an expression that shows the relationship between national 

and transnational dynamics. 

 

They consider that violent extremism is not necessarily linked to religion. For them, Islam is a religion 

of peace and does not represent violent extremism. Instead, they see globalisation and international 

politics as a mechanism to eliminate Islam and Muslims. The conspiracy theory is strongly present. 

 

The political factor is very much relevant in the discourse of the participants. It is identified as an 

element of manipulation of the young people (because of the exclusion of the group from the political 

participation). The exclusion of the group from the political participation leads to a conflict with the 

State, which is perceived by group members as not granting value to religion in the national education 

system.   

 

 

INTERSECTIONS BETWEEN DRIVERS AND INTERACTIONS AMONG DRIVERS AND SOCIAL 
CONTEXTS 

The participants explain the process of radicalisation as a result of  the interpretation of religious texts, 

on the one hand, and the influence of state policies, on the other. The first element is justified by the 

weak role of socialisation of the educational system. For the participants, socialisation is an important 

process in the construction of the personality, its role is to present a good religious example based on 

the values of tolerance and respect. In their opinion, social institutions such as the family and the school 

do not have today the necessary mechanisms to protect young people or teach them the religious 

values. 

 

The second element they highlight is that the State, through its school programs has separated Islamic 

education from other school subjects, the devaluation of religious education in schools has led, in their 

opinion, to a poor knowledge of religious values and eventually, it might lead  young people to adhere 

diverse forms of violence.  

 

It can be said that the factors of radicalisation from the point of view of the members of the movement 

are just elements produced at the macro level and impact the orientation of individuals. While violence 

and violent extremism are reactions to situations of poverty and isolation of individuals within society, 

for them, young people need freedom of expression either in the form of communities or through 

participation in decision-making to value their role in society. 

 

 

 

60  Online in-depth interview, female respondent.
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Analysis conclusions 
 

 

CONCLUSIONS ON THE ANALYSIS OF MESO-LEVEL DRIVERS  
We can  emphasise that the most present drivers of violent extremism in the discourse of the 

interlocutors are a lack of socialisation on religious values and political issues, which are the founding 

elements of the ideology of the movement. The group’s actors expressed criticism of the state and 

the internal political system as sources of violence. Their views reflect their sense of isolation from the 

political sphere, which rounds out their limited role outside the movement’s circle.  

 

Territorial inequalities are only a result of poor regional and national governance. For this movement, 

political actors must give importance to dialogue as a means of communication with activists to 

understand their needs and rights. 

 

 

PREVENTION INDICATORS RESULTING FROM THE MESO ANALYSIS 
The indicators of prevention against violent extremism are:  

- Raising awareness on the risk of political exclusion. 

- Discuss reform in school curricula.  

- Communication between state actors and citizens. 

- Respect for the right to protest. 

- Dissemination of the values of tolerance and peace. 

 

 

MICRO-PATHS REPORTED FROM MESO ANALYSIS 
The meso analysis guided us to understand that the individual is impacted by the ideology and culture 

of the group he belongs to. In this sense, the micro analysis opens the way to understand the individual 

paths of the members of the movement, and to see its own role in the reproduction of violent 

extremism, or the prevention against the phenomenon. 
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General Conclusion 

 

 

To conclude, the main factors of radicalisation that our interlocutors expressed are the lack of religious 

education within the family and within the school; personal (mis)interpretation of religion and lack of 

religious orientation within the school. The political factor is also very present, with the exclusion from 

the public political field perceived as a form of social injustice. What is remarkable in the interviews we 

have conducted is the presence of the conspiracy theory linked to transnational dynamics in the 

discourse of the participants, which means that this group still lives in a feeling of isolation that has 

lasted for many yea. 
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Annex  
 
 

Interview guide for focus groups 

•  From your experience, how do you define violent extremism?  

•  Do you consider that Morocco has experienced situations of violent extremism? How do you define it? 

•  What are the main factors of violent extremism (religious, economic, political, transnational dynamics, 

cultural, educational, digital culture?  

•  What strategies does your organisation use to combat violent extremism among youth? 

•  Do you consider that your organisation plays a role in de-radicalisation and/or prevention against 

violent extremism? How do you see it?  

•  How do state institutions work with you to fight against the phenomenon? 

•  What are your recommendations to fight against the phenomenon of violent extremism among young 

people? 
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